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Conspicuously thin as New Thought is, culturally and philo- 
sophically it is a vast improvement on the lesser cults without 
the law, for it is unsectarian, many-sided, an attitude and a 
methodical tendency, rather than a "church" or a "party." 

The following quotation from a 1916 pronouncement of the 
International New Thought Alliance points out the central rally- 
ing ground for all these "healing" cults of expansion, without 
trying to hypnotize us with cabbalistic, esoteric, monotonous 
verbigerations : — 

"The New Thought practises in the twentieth century 
what Jesus taught and practised in the first century. He 
taught healing — it practises healing. He said: 'Judge not 
that ye be not judged' — it discourages condemnation and 
sees the good in others. He admonished us to take no 
anxious thought for the morrow — it practises the divine 
supply. He taught faith — it makes faith the central prin- 
ciples of its theory or practice. He taught love and broth- 
erhood — it is demonstrating unity and cooperation. The 
New Thought is the Christ-thought made new by being ap- 
plied and proved in everyday affairs." 

T. P. B. 



The Middle English Ideal of Personal Beauty ; as Found in the 
Metrical Romances and Legends of the XIII, XIV, and XV Centuries. 
By Walter Clyde Curry. Baltimore : J. H. Furst Company. 

Although each country and each race is supposed to have its 
own ideals of beauty, it is clear from this investigation of Pro- 
fessor Curry's that in literary descriptions certain types readily 
become conventionalized and handed down from one country to 
another and from one generation to another. The Greek Alex- 
andrian poets appear to have set the type, which furnished the 
model for the Roman Elegiac poets, and through them for the 
entire western world. "Beginning with the Renaissance, how- 
ever, Italian poetry was perhaps the main channel through which 
traditional conceits were distributed." Thus the entire middle 
English ideal of both masculine and feminine beauty is bor- 
rowed, as well as the ideal of ugliness. All of which might 
seem to indicate the powerful sway of fashion over the minds of 
men and women. Professor Curry has investigated with pains- 
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taking detail every portion of the human figure from the hair to 
the feet, in order to discover the particular ideals of beauty 
attaching to each, and brings out many interesting facts. 
His conclusions would seem to show that after all human nature 
has not changed very much with the centuries, and that beauty 
is more than skin deep. 

Towards an Enduring Peace. A Symposium of Peace Proposals and 
Programs 1914-1915. Compiled by Randolph S. Bourne. New York : 
American Association for International Conciliation. Pp. xi, 336. 

The Basis of Durable Peace. By Cosmos. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 191 7. Pp. 144. 

The aim of the first of the above publications "is to present 
a discussion of some of the most hopeful and constructive sug- 
gestions for the settlement of the war on terms that would make 
for a lasting peace." Many writers are represented; Mr. Bourne 
selecting his material from books, magazines, manifestoes, pro- 
grammes, etc., that have appeared since the beginning of the 
war. A most valuable compilation. 

The second publication consists of sixteen essays written by 
the anonymous "Cosmos" and published, as readers of the 
Times will remember, in the columns of that newspaper in the 
months of November and December, 1916. In an appendix are 
gathered an exchange of letters between "Cosmos" and his 
critics. S. L. Ware. 

A Critical Study of the Historical Method of Samuel Rawson 
Gardiner, with an Excursus on the Historical Conception of the Puritan 
Revolution from Clarendon to Gardiner. By Roland G. Usher. Washing- 
ton University Studies, Vol. Ill, Pt. ii, No. 1. St. Louis. 1915. Pp. 159. 

In this essay Professor Usher has little trouble in convicting 
the great historian of the Puritan Revolution of numerous in- 
consistencies in his judgments on men and events. He also 
taxes Gardiner's work with the lack of broad generalizations, and 
accuses him of employing the methods and style of the learned 
annalist rather than those of the scientific historian. So far so 
good. Had Dr. Usher pointed out these flaws in a simple straight- 
forward manner, he would have rendered good service to histor- 



